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sue uuiis u cray from him in a tem-
per and then wheeled on him in a
flash.

"And you say you understand you,
who couple the name of a tippling yo-
kel with that of a St. Aubyn, whose
ancestors have fought on every field of
battle from Crecy and Agincourt to the
Crimea!"

"But you won't see much of his an-
cestors!" complained Pike.

"He bears their, name," she an-
swered.

"Thafs it, and ifs the name you
want. Nobody could look at you and
not know It wasn't him! It's the name!
And I'd let you buy it If it would make
you happy if you didn't have to take
the people with it. Don't you see
they're counting on it? The earl he's
counting on living on you." The

became excited. "Why, a Terre
Haute pickpocket could see that! And
this old Lady Creech she's counting
on it, and this Frenchwoman that's
with them isn't she trying to land
your brother? The whole kit and boo-

dle of them are on the track of John
Simpson's money!"

"I gave Almeric my promise. It was
forever, and I shall keep it," she an-

swered slowly, as if she had been im-

pressed with his earnestness. He look-
ed at her quietly.

"I'm not going to let you," he re-
plied.

"Then I'll throw your interference to
the winds. I shall marry without your
consent."

"Do you think they'd let you?" Pike
asked quickly. For a moment she
stood still, and then came the sound of
the guitars from over the vralU Pike
went on after a time.

"Sounds kind of foreign and lone-

some," he said. "I'd rather bear some-

thing that sounded more like home
'Sweet Genevieve,' for instance. You
know it, don't you?".

"I used to," she answered, hanging
her head. "It's old fashioned and com-
mon. Isn't it?" i

"That's why I like it, I guess," he
answered. "I couldn't get you to sing
It for me before I go home, could I?"

She looked at him thoughtfully for a
moment.

"I'm afraid not," she answered and
went quickly into the hotel, leaving
him looking after her curiously.
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(Continued.
In the lueauu tuo suddenly reju-

venated Lady Creecb had found her
brother-in-la- and had imparted to
hiin words of the utmost importance.
She had temporarily forgotten her
deafness, or else the agitation that pos-
sessed her had removed it, for she was
bordering upon "a state of mind."

She walked him back to the hotel
when she found him and talked con
tinuously all the way. and as she
talked his excitement grew to match
her own. As they approached the gar-
den Lady Creech said to him:

"I couldn't hear distinctly, for they
mumbled their words, but upon my
soul, HawcasUe, even if I couldn't
hear well, 1 saw enough."

CHAPTER XIII.
THE LKTTIR.

Lady Creech and Hawcastle

AS entered the garden, where
I Horace was still holding the

band of the fair countess, they
encountered Almeric, who was stroll-
ing in aimlessly from the direction of
the Tillage. Hawcastle beckoned to
him.

"Anything unusual down there?" be
asked, pointing to the village.

"Rawther! Carablnieri still hunting
that bandit chap," said bis hopeful son
languidly.

"Don't mumble your words!" snapped
the old lady, and Horace and madame
turned sharply and confusedly. Al-

meric made a gesture of Impatience
and, putting his head close to bis re-

spected aunt's ear, shouted:
"Hunting a bally bandit!" at wfclch

the old woman screamed sharply.
Hawcastle took him by the shoulder.

"What do they say about him?" he
demanded.

"That he is still In the neighbor-
hood," replied his heir, with a languid
sigh.

"What did I tell your asked Lady
Creech triumphantly. And the ear!
made a gesture of impatience.

"Almeric, find your betrothed and
bring her here," he said. And the
young man trotted off slowly. Horace
came slowly forward.

"What's the row, sir?" he asked, and
tlae earl smiled.

"My dear young man,"' he said, "1
congratulate you that you and your
sister need no longer submit to an
odious dictation."

He was about to say more, but at
that moment Daniel came down the
steps and walked across the grass to
the motor. As he passed the group he
smiled genially and observed :

"Looks to me as if it was going to
clear up cold."

"Good afternoon, Mr. Pike," answer-
ed the earl and motioned the others to
leave.

Pike merely nodded bis head, and
Hawcastle came up to blm.

"It is a pity that there should have
been any misunderstanding In the mat-
ter of your ward's betrothal," be said,
and Pike smiled grimly.

"Oh, I wouldn't call it a misunder-
standing," he said, and the earl went
on.

"It would ill become a father to press
upon the subject of his son's merits"
he began, but Pike cut him short.

"I won't talk with you about him,"
he said. "I don't want to hurt your
feelings."

Hawcastle glared at him and was
about to reply when Mariano entered
with a letter on a tray, which he hand-
ed to the lawyer, who regarded it curi-
ously. There was a growing menace in
the earl's attitude, and as his anger
grew his suavity grew with it. fc

"There is another matter to which I
want to call your attention," he went
on, and Pike answered him at once.

"I'll talk about anything else with
you," he replied and looked up to Bee
Ethel coming down the steps. She
came forward to the earl and said:

"You wished me to come here?"
"I wish to tell you that I see light

breaking through the clouds. Have an-
other talk with our friend bere, and,
believe me, all will be well."

With a bow he left the garden, and
Ethel stood staring after blm. Pike
looked up quickly from the letter he
was reading and crossed over to her.

"I'm glad you've come," he said.
'Tve got something here I want to
read to you. When I got your letter at
home I wrote to Jim Cooley, our vice
consul in London, to look up those
Hawcastle folks and write me bere
how they stand."

"You did that!" she cried In anger.
"You had the audacity to pry into the
affairs of the Earl of Hawcastle!"

"Why, I'd 'a' done that if it'd been
the governor of Indiana himself," he
replied, with surprise. "Besides, Jim
Cooler's 'home folks.' His office used
to be right next door to mine in Ko-kom-

I haven't opened the letter yet,
but I haven't much doubt but Jim '11

have some statements in it that'll show
you I'm right about these people."

"How do you know that?" she de-

manded heatedly.
"Because I've had experience enough

of life"
"In Kokomo?" she asked scornfully.
"Yes, ma'am," he answered. "There's

just as many kinds of people in Ko-
komo as there is in Pekin. and I didn't
serve a term in the legislature without
learning to pick underhand men at
sight. Now, that earl, let alone his
having a bad eye his ways are too
much on the stripe of T. Cuthbert
Bentley's to suit me. T. Cuthbert was
a Chicago gentleman, with a fur lined
overcoat, that opened up a bank in our
town, and when he caught the Cana-
dian express three months later all he
left in Kokomo was the sign on the
front door. That was pain ted on. But.

there, here's the letter. Read it for
yourself."

He handed it to her and watched her
while she broke the seal and then be-

gan to read:
Dear Dan The earldom of Hawcastle is

one of the oldest in the kingdom, and the
St. Aubyns have distinguished themsalves
In the forefront of English battles from
Aglncourt and Crecy to Sebastopol. The
present holder of the title came into it by
iccldent. He was a younger son's younger
son and had spent some years in Russia
In business under another name. Nothing
here in his English record is seriously
against him. though everything ha has is
mortgaged to the handle.

She finished with a look of triumph.
"What a terrible indictment!" she

said scornfully. "So that was what
you counted on to convince me of my
mistake? I shall tellvLord Hawcastle
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"What a terrible indictment!" the said.

that you will be willing to take up the
matter of the settlement the moment
his solicitor arrives."

"Pike shook his head sadly.
"No, I wouldn't do that, because I

won't take up any settlements with
him or any one else."

"Have you after this any objection
to my alliance with My. St. Aubyn?"
she inquired, her anger at white heat.

"It Isn't an alliance with Mr. St.
Aubyn you're after," he replied calm-
ly. "You're after something there
ain't anything to. If I'd let you buy

"HE'D TELL TOO HE'D SEE

what you want you'd find it as empty
as the judgment day the morning
after. You think because I'm a jay
country lawyer I don't understand.
Why, we've got the same thing at
home. There was little Annie Hoff-meye-r.

Her pa was a carpenter and
doing well, but Annie could not get
into the Kokomo Ladies' Literary so-

ciety, and her name didn't show up in
the society column four or five times
every Saturday morning, so she gets
her pa to give her the money to marry
Artie Seymour, the minister's son, and
i regular minister's son he was! Al-
most broke Annie's heart and her pa's,
too, but he let her have her way and
went in debt and bought them a house
on Main street. That was two years
ago."- -

Pike paused momentarily.
"Annie's working at the deepo candy

stand now," he resumed, "and Artie's
working at the hotel bar in front-drink- ing

up what's left of old man
Hoffmeyer's settlement V
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Seem Tame
The thick-necke- d police officer

who sweats his prisoner and ex-
torts a "confession" from an in-
nocent person is as out of date
as the Spanish Inquisition.

Do what Luther Trant does :

Use a machine ! and catch
the real criminal every time.

It's up-to-da- modern, applied
psychology and it works every
time.

Don't know Luther Trant t
Then you don't know the twen-

tieth century successor to Sher-
lock Holmes. He's the psychol-

ogy-professor-hero of the
most ingenious and thrilling
Detective Story you ever read.
Don't miss "The Fast Watch" in
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of twenty other great fea-
tures of this number are :

The Finishing School. A
breezy discussion of that inde-
scribable something acquired by
the Little Sisters of the Rich in
the expensive private schools.
Written by Reginald WrightKauffman.

White Coal. A fine big article
on "water farming" by John L.
Mathews. If you don't wake up
your great-grand-childr- will
freeze to death.

The Black Mystery. In "The
Unknowable Negro" Judge Har-
ris N. Dickson has produced an
unbiased, very interesting spec-
ial article that Northerner and
Southerner alike will read witb
profit.

Watermelons. Charles Ed warn
Russell tells just how the rail-
roads make money. And how
freight rates affect your living
expenses.

Buy it today any live newsdealer
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HAMPTON'S MAGAZINE, New York
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NEW YORK CITY.
One block west of BroadwayThe only absolutely modern

fire-pro- of transient hotel below
22d street. Location central,
yet quiet. 400 rooms. 200 with
bath, from SI. 00 per day up-
wards.
Excellent restaurant and cats

attached. Moderate prices.
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HOTEL
GALLATIN

70-7- 2 West 46th Street
.'EAR 5th AVE., NEW YORK CITY

A new, fireproof high class hotel in
i very refined neighoorhood.

Select. Homelike, Quiet. Situated
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